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Agenda Item:

Review of Parks Master Plan

Question Before Council:

Whether or not to approve the Yachats Parks and Open Space Master Plan

Person / Group Initiatine Reauest:

Parks & Commons Commission, Joan Davies, and Larry Lewis

Item Summary / Backeround:

The proposed Yachats Parks & Open Space Master Plan incorporates all of the
information contained in the Yachats Community Park General Plan that was adopted in
2011, aad adds information about the rest of the parks and open space areas that lie
within the boundaries of the City ofYachats.

In addition to all of the information about the Commons General Plan, Larry Lewis has
added the following sections pertaining to other parks and open space:
1: Whale Park - one of our "official" City parks.
2: Smelt Sands State Recreation Site.

3: Yachats State Recreation Area (2 and Ocean View Drive).
4: Yachats Ocean Road State Natural Site. The beach on the South side of the
Yachats River.

5: The Evans/Betz property. Whether or not this ever is owned by the City, it is still
a large open space parcel that lies within our City Limits.
6: Southeast Viewshed. ThepropertyisjustoutsideourCity Limits, and abuts the
Evans/Betz property. This viewshed can be seen from throughout Yachats and is a
significant open space parcel connected to the City Limits.
7: East Hillside Watershed. While just outside our City Limits, this property abuts
City property and includes Reedy Creek, our primary City water supply.

The Parks & Commons Commission recommends approval of the Yachats Parks & Open
Space Master Plan, wifh the following two additions:
1: Include a page for the park behind the Little Log Church & Museum
2: Include a trail map of the trails inside and just outside of the City Limits.
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Preface

The Yachats Parks & Open Space Master Plan provides descriptions and plans for existing
public parks within the Yachats city limrts and urban growth boundary, as well as describing
the potential expansion of public open space within the Yachats area. The first secdon of the
Master Plan indudes site specific park descriptions and plans for existing parks. The second
section identifies potential public open spaces to be acquired in the future.

I. Existing Parks

Oty Parks
Yachats Community Park

The Yachats Community Park General Plan (enclosed) was completed in 2011, The
community park plan Includes a General Plan Summary, Community Involvement
Process, Site and Settings, Existing Features, and planned New Features.

Whale Park

Whale Park, home of the spouting whale sculpture, is a small "pocket" park, located
on the east side of Hwy 101, south of the highway Intersection with Prospect Avenue.

State Parks

Yachats is home to three Oregon State Parks. In 2017, the Oregon Parks and
Recreation Department completed a Master Plan for the South Beach Management
Unit, which includes the three parks located fn Yachats. Descriptions and planned
improvements are provided for each park and induded in this Master Plan.

Smelt Sands State Reweatlon Site

Vachats State Recreation Area

Yachats Ocean Road State Natural Site

II. Potential Expansion of Public Open Spaces
The Yachats Parks Master Plan identifies potential public open spaces. These sites are
identified as potential public open spaces because of significant natural resources, natural
beauty, and protection values that will benefit the greater Yachats community, but they
are currently under private ownership. Successful cooperation and negotiations are
required between the property owners and the City in order to secure these sites as
public open spaces.

Evans-Betz Property

Southeast VIewshed

East Hillside Watershed



Other open spaces not identified in this Master Plan may be Identified In the future as
having significant value as public open space.

Note: This Yachats Paris Master Plan does not include public tralis. The Yachats area hosts a

comprehensive public trails system that Is a significant amenity to the Yachats community.
There has been outstanding volunteerlsm in identifying, developing and maintaining the trail
system throughout the Yachats area. Yachats traits maps are available to the public. The
Yachats Trails Committee and others continue to improve upon this public amenity.
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n 2004 the Yachats Paik Advlsoiy
Boaid and City Council com-
missioned a Master Plan of the
Commons environs. Since then,
groups have petitioned to Imtall,
renovate or "landscape' portions
of the property to support their ac-

twitiea. In 2010, in an effort to guMe these
acthrities, the City Planner, Publte Wbrics
Director and several local Landscape
Architects reviewed the existing plan in
detail. Consensus revealed the 2004 Plan
still reflects a dear and appropriate dlneo-
tlon to support the City's varied Interests

and viBion. UnfortunatBly, however, the
2004 plan did not include aU of Urn dty-
cwmed property contiguouB to Uie dte. In
addition, several new Initiatives have been
Hehflfted since 2004. Lastly, veiy limited
detailed design was prepared to guide
improvements.

Participation
TNs 2011 General Plan has been pre-
pared with the guidance af the Mayor,
the Parks and Commons Commission,
PublksWbiks, Coundl, Planning Staff, the
Library, YYFAP, and afateholdets from



cuncnt programs, adjacent business and
FBaident neighbors. In acMltlon, a Vnw-
ough review of previouB park plans and
the (scent ComprehBnsive Plan contrib-
uted to the reseach. The ftnal plan win
be prBBented to the public far comment

Naw Raquiremente
This plan update utilized the 2004 Plan
and incotporated severe! imporimt
change* which have occuired since
that tme.
The recent
YYFAP buiU-
ing additon,
playground
expaiwton and
Incremed pub-
lie acBvWBs,
parking and
pedestrian
uses are
included.

Puipo-and
PhDWophy
The Plan aims to guide kxsatbn and
organization of functions and activities
related to dty fccitiUes and citizen de-
slres in a public park. The ptan main-
talns continuity white accommodating
multi-uae utility of the property. The plan
protects and pnBservee the slts's natural
features, and pedestrian and vehicular
safety. The plan indicates size, shape
and dimension of current and future paik
components. Care was taken to ensure
spatial mlattonshipe befawen park actM-
tl- am aafe and mutually comtortable.

White currently a 'village' park In scate,
stakeholders made every attempt to

vtew-the-future to determine appropri-
ate capacity ofacBvlttes to ensure ftitire
growth. As expected, all Ideas and acfivt.
BBS couid not be accommodated. The
plan reflects a balance of maintaining
current uses white carefully protecflng
and preserving the aits's spedal nahiial
feahires and quiet demeanor.

Tlie New 'Genwl' Plan

A "General Plan' by deflnflun racog-
nlzestheplanisa
tool to comprehend
budgets, use and
maintenance of
Uie grounds and
provklas a general
pampecUvBofthe
ftrture. Ttila plan pro-
vMes an important
tool for City Staff and
Parks and Commons
Commission to eval-
uate improvBments
based on capacity
and compatibility.

New features in this pten are viewed as
'sub-projectB' anticipating prioritizatlon,

.limding'and implamenlation typically
occurring over time. It te recognized
gensial plans may adapt, change and be
refhad ov»r ttw coume of imptomenla-
tton as prefBrences, budgatB and priorf-
ties erohre. Adequate detail is provided
in this plan to sef  as a starting point
tn klentify parameteF S on-the-ground
and a relative scale of new initialives.
As each sub-preject h Initiated this plan
can quickly identity potential Impacts
or advantages. In addition, the plan will
help illustrate when additional detailed
construction design is required.

The plan balances
cunrent use while

carefully protecting
and preserving the site's

special features.
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Hlstoiy and Inventoiy of Uew

n kfieping with the City Councirs
Goal Statement, the Mayor re-
quretsd all dty stakeholdere gather
current ideas and long-teim plans
for their facilities, including the
Library, Public Wtoiks and the Part®
and Commons Commisaion. Ad-
diflonal participants induded groups

and oiganlzaBons that frequently use the
property, and adjacent commercial and
residential neighbore. YYFAP, Tnails Com-
mlttee. Adult Facilities Task Force, and
Sunday Market representatives contrib-
uted Insight and needs.

In addltton to the City Planner and Public
Works Director, a meeting with ODOT
was conducted to understand vehicle
traffic. Pnavlous councilore, city staff and
the Code Compliance Officer contributed
institutional memories, historical context
and perspective. Base data was then
compiled using a CADD format to fadli-
tate changes, new ideas, drafts and {acili-
tale future oonstrueBon documentation.

StakBholden Input
In addiGon to city entities and service
oiiganizations, It was critical to secure
participatton from current user groups,
adjacent private homes and businesses.
Representatives ofquasl-puKic stake-
holders like the adjacent churches,
service oiganfeations, Sunday Maiket,
YYFAP and Trails Committee were ellc-
Ited for input.

Wbrk8hop#1
This hands-on design workshop was
conducted in the Commons. Stakehold-

ere were invited to represent their future
plans and current ideas, issues orcon-
stralnts.

Pnllminary Plan
Wtortcshop #1 results were synthesized
and contributed to preparation of a pre-
liminary plan. Several opttons for "tough
spots" or overlapping intenBSts were
included. Technical discussions with the
Parks and Commona Commission, city
staff and program stakeholders mlnlmteed
conflicts. Paiking and pedestrian needs
were refined. Various expansion plans
for the 'multi-use' porttons ofthe property
were Incoiporated.

WorkBhopfB
A second meeting was conducted with the
stakeholders and city staff with a presen-
tation ofttie Preliminary Plan, including
discussion of options and altemaUves.

Community Mwttng
The Prelhmnaiy Plan was presented
during a public 'Btate-of-the-dty' meeting
and included discussion of new fiaatures,
options and alternatives.

Prallmlnaiy Plan Rsvislone
Based on review and comment from
Wtorkshop ft and the Community Meet-
Ing, the PreUminary Plan was revised
to ineoiporate new ideas and prepans a
Final Plan.

Final Plan Review and Revisions
Based on comments during the public,
foimal presentation to the Parks and
Commons Commission final changes and
adjustments were incorporated into the
plan.



Sltu and SetBnga

he property h unk]ua as the gmunds
am altuated central to the businew and
residential cow of the village. Thus fhe
Comnwnlty Paik has spetial value in its
ability to phyafcEdly connect citizans with

the entire dty pniperty in a pedestrian
accessible campus-likB setBng. Yachats is
a village wKh an allum and enchanbnBnt
deflnad by Its place at the edge of the

Pacifks Ocean. It te exceptional and FBFB that each
ofthemunteipal taciliSes: Commons bulltllng. City
Hall, Public Wbrks and LBxafy am all connected by
a single park with ocean liontage.

Topognphic biformatlon Indicates the properly
.lopw generally away (torn Highway 101 toward
the west TIie site Includes many important small
atopas that drain the pinperty east-to-west and
gather in ponds and wrttands fonning a drainage
running ftom south to north. The sHe then rtees
genBy to the western boundary opening ttirough
(he undevelopml Bth .baet rightohmy to a dra-
made and grand vtata of the ocean.

Unique to the property te the geographic integrity
of three distinct landscape types. For ifs retaBvely
small size the property includes a Sltka Spruce
forest, an extenshe, spring, stream, pond and
wetland syatem and an open grms meadow. Over
time each of thw ha* experienced dlfliBnent tovelt
of use, restoiatton, management and CSFB. Eatfi
landscape has unique opportunifies tor clBMn
partidpatlon and education induding ecotogy or
habitat Interpretation and local lessons of culluial
hlstoiy. As significant, these simple park aetb'ngs
aerve aa Important placw for plcnka or raflectton.

Eaatom Edge and Cominom Preparty
The eaetam ft-onlage of the Community Park taces
Hwy IQ't and serves as the primary eastern enby

to the property. A great portion of the eastern haU
of the site is developed with the Common's buUd-
Ing, ttaff and visitor parking anas. While saving
as fhB CHy main publte ertiy, there is sldewdk
pedestrian access to administfadve olffcee and
Common's events.

The Commons' grounds an landscaped to a parfc-
like wooday or 'natural' appearanca, with mature
shore pine over-atory and tflmmed salal and
mowed lawn gnDund BurilBGB. The eastsm facade
has a faundation planting of mature, perennial flow-
ertng rtwdodendron.

The western tagade te law tmished having uBity
access, staff slaiiways and entries. The weetem
groundi ndude hncad chltdmn's play aiBat with
badNtond wringinB and dlmblng equipment with
soft suriaces of tree bark muteh. The grounds ateo
include undefined hard suiface$ for hop-ecotch,
fasstetball, Bkate boatding and covered Picnic
Sheiter. As a transition ftcm famial galherings and
activities to nahjral areas, a wood Grafted shade
arbor and dmple fence baiTtan protoet pwtertrians
ftom vehicle traffic. An adjaomt gmsa meadow
playtteld pnwhtes a setting far Inftmnal field sports,
dog runs and summer plcntaa.

NorthdiBh'BlBB'and Munlelpal FaclllUm
To the northeast the Wteat Coast bank building,
two churehas and their parking tots abut th* pnp-
erty. A concrete wall, accets lane and .hort-tBnn
publte RV paridng sepaiate the parirt playfieM
and meadow ffom the bank property. The bank's
Aive^hrough access and client parking share the
northearism boundary along (he Fifth Street right-
of-way. Whte laigely undefined, the Fifth Stmet en-
tiy Is an Important partal ttiiough-gtnet aa it aho
accommodatas a portion of the Common's vhtor
parking, YYFAP access and daily or event drop^iff
and toading.



Acceas and Edges
The northern boundary Includes the Ubraiy and Public
Warks fadlities abng Seventh Street. The Public Works facil-
Ity and equipment yard is enclosed for security and is directly
adjacent to the west by the Library. This tocation includes an
important pedestrian path providing northern access from
Seventh Street and the adjacent nelghbortiood to the core of
the community park via what is commonly called the 'Library
Trail.'

Southern Edge and Atflwent NolflhbtHa
The southern property edge is defined by Fourth Street and
includes several businesses, the Uons Club,
and a resUenttal neighborhood. Fourth Street
Includes parallel public parking in the right-of-
way, vehicuiar access to the Commons, partnng
for dty staff and YYFAP, and back entry to the
tity admhiiBbaBve offices.

Atong Fourth Street, several pedestrian trails
lead Into the site. One is a main access from
Fourth Street to ttie children's play area and
Picnic Shelter. Several steps furthBr west, a
second bail provides access to the boaidwalk
and wetland Interpretive nehwnik. A third access
leads into the woods hum the street edge and collects into
the Libraiy Tlall, a primaiy path leading north through the
spruce forest to the libraiy.

Western Edge and Conmcfion to the Sea
The western half of the site is virtually undeveloped and
contains the consideiabte wetland areas, both native and
restored, and a stand ofSltka spiuce. The western boundary
Is largely a mature sproce forest which direcUy abuts back-
yante of several private residences. About mUway along the
property, the cuirently undeveloped City's Fifth and Sbdh
street rights<h»ay pfovide opportunifies fbr direct pedes-
toian access pojnte to the oceanfront akang Yachats Ocean
Drive.

It is exceptional and rare
that all municipal entities
are connected by a single
park with ocean frontage.
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PreservtUon of Landscapes

t Is ma ami unique ffiata^typarit In the mlddlacrflownlnchniw
a Saka wruoe (bfl98t a uutlBncfancfa Brass meadow- and
al wifftln a btock o/ the Pacffic Ooean. Three dlatinct landacape
types prwUe special opportunities for education and interpnB-
tation. The plan eslablishes protection of the pond and marsh
system, forest and open-fleld landscapes for ftrture generations.

Wrtluidt, Pond* and Ntamh-
The wealth of ponds, perennial atreams and vegetation have been
established and recognized ae state certified WBfland habitat The plan
attempts to provide exposure and inteipretive opportunity to the wet-
'and asws by trs'te and elevated boaidwalks. "nie water source for the
wetlands must be protBcted and regulated as neoessaiy. The primaiy
source of water for the wetlands is an outlet coining (rom the eastern
developed parts of the paifc Whan future ImprovBmehls'ararotcnaary,
the least hnpaet designs should be emptojfad.

E®t of the boaidwalk and north of the large spruce tree is marsh land
and seasonally pooling water. "TNs pond and mareh is a special point
of interBBt atong the boardwalk. Seveial areas may require remowl of
Invaave species to keep it open far viewing. VWtow shrubs and bees
adjacent to the wetlanda and ponds should mceive aelectlva pnming to
remove limbs and to control sudwr growth. The*e shrubby trees teroe
as a transitional buffer to the wstanda.

Forert
The spnjoe grove is a specffllly. ngai(led area. The setting keeps this
portton of the site quiet while it olfere a unique opportunity in dose prox-
Imlty to town and aooesslbto prths to inteipmt the majestic Silka spruce.
A light thinning of underetoiy plants along the southern street edge will
allow visfon Into the grove for security and pmvlde a comfortable invita-
Son to pass through the grow. .

Wlaadow
While simply a baHfield to casual passere-by, this open grass field
serves as a unique ooastal meadow to plants and fauna. During quiet
aunrise and sunset several deer, rabbits and meadowlaite call tth
home. In addition. Its western edge bring* usem to the edge of the north
pond and wetland for some special view and interpretive opportunities.

10
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Trails and PaUw

nalte provide a pervasive pedeslrian-friendly attitude em-
braced by the community. The Park's intBmal pedestrian
Ibikage functions as an extenston of the community trail
system. Paths and IrailB are popular and valuable to the
community. The palk can aerve as a nudeue for the exten-
give local and wgtond aystems thai Bnmal natural, historic
and cultural resounes. Path* are directly connected to the
popular and historic 804 bail atong the beach frontage and

the sidewalks that seroe as corridore for maln-stiset Highway 101 to the
rest of the community. VWi current path locahons, considerable eflbrt
has been made to IntrSduce intHWtlnir natural »ite lisatums atong the
way, Including the large spruce twos and the wettandB. This comblna-
tion of elmahd and gravel paths .piwkle a pattern of pedwtrtan traih
throughout the undevetoped
portions of the site. The
paths serve movement from
one place to another within
the site as well as Impor-
tant connections for those
pasting through. In addition
to pedestrians, it is mcoffl-
mended that bicycle cireula-
tion and locking facilities be
incorporated during each of;
the future detail design discusaions,

The Park's Internal

pedwtrian linkage
isanuctensionofthe

community trail system.

PlayAfNN
For planning purposes, children's acgxlties can be subdivided into
three distinct groups: Tots (W), Youth (6-12) and Tbens (13 and cU»).
These are approximations as actual devetopment varies among chl-
dren. In addition, an increasmgly important component to the Yachats
populafion is the phystoal titnees and recreatfond acBvity of adults.

TotaandYauth
Developed diy surface play areas are provided adjacent to Uie Com-
mons sene hop«cotch, jump rope, four-square and tether ball. Atradi-

12
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tkxially equipped playground area is soft surtiaced
and prwhies swings and sMes. In each of these
areas, subdhfietons of low hedges and short fences
help to manage the activities. Each of ths sub-
areas can be opened or gated to accommodate
children's activities. The new freehouse sbucture
is tocated in the son surtace play area adjacent
to and under the limbs of existing spiuce trees. A
raised gaiden has been built aspartoftheaoflsur-
face play area integraUon with the plcnto shBlter.

Then*
A skate paik has been Included north of the ptenlc
shelter to serve the needs of locd riders. The
scale has been designed large enough to offer a
sampling (rftrickB and specialized equipment but
will not be considered a full-scale facility to support
skate events and pmfesBtonate. Tlie grass baUfleld
provides for teen and adult stick-and-ball games
and open fieM sportB.

Adulf
In additton to tradlttonal field sports used by chil-
dren and adults, the open field also accommodates
telre. festivals and ovarflow paridng forcommunlfy

events. The horseshoe pit has been moved to this
location. The new loop fitness' tran ia designed
at a 1Mth mile distance to assist in detBnnimng
distances far prescribed therapy and healing exer-
clses. Tlie loop Indudes atattons or speclflc points
atong the route to place adult filneas equipment
specifically designed tor outdoor use. It wlU be
Important to be creaSve with the aelectton of equip-
pnent and to ensure the colon and materials have
been reviewed for compattUllty with the setting.

PlcnteSlndtor
Tlie sbudure Is envisioned to accommodate a
series of seasonal activities by providing out-
door shaltarfrom rain and prevaNing wind. This
structure has recently been renovated to improve
weather contnalrpaiflcularly wind and rain abate-
merit. While the acMBon of rolling doore will com-
ptete the wwk, the bulMing has not yet reached its
potential to senm tot, youth, teen or adult acBvlttes.
the increased weather protection and night llght-
ing is projected to increa$e demand for this apace
(torn youth prognms, adult acUvities and the sum-
mer Sunday Maitofc

13
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To maintain the

pedestrian experience,
parking Is accommodated
at the property perimeters.

Vehicle Access, Paridna and Blcyclen

n an effort to maintain the pedestrian Bxperience and
campus-lito nature ofBie paric, vehteular parking and
access are accommodated at the perimeters of the
property.

The existing dty parking lot on the west side of the
Commons building has been redesigned. The limited
on-slte paridng is meant to serve city Btaff, tsachen and

program personnel Most of the adjacent clly rtghts-of-way and
side streets have been shown to tomaltee addBtonal spaces
prwidhg addittonal dlagonal or paialtel on-street parking.

This sbeat edge designs include spedflc rows of small hardy
dedduouB trees to provide required car separation (rom the
park'B acUvitiae and direct pedestriaiw to entry points.

A loading and drop off zone directly atong Hwy 101 at the east
enhy court guides pedestrian movement to the administration
offices. These spaces will serve short-term pick-up and drop-
off guests. New ptek-up points at the north and south of the
Commons buiMing foryoutti programs will reduce the need for
cam to enter the parking tot and reduce backing and tumina
motions. Emergen^. ADAand »eroica vehicle access aw afill
abto to circulate the Common's perimeter, however, a reduo-
tkan In private vehkfes directly around Uie common's doon
and entries would, jfrippgye safety of pedestrians.

Improvements to the meadow and sports field area has been
discussed to serve as infrequent event partdng. WBh minor
grading, leveling and an application ofover-seBd, the grass
field wouU be Buitabta to accommodate tsmporary vehicle
parking. In addition to vetiteles and pedestrians, kxsal bi(yde
use is embraced and encouraged. There are many opportuni-
Bes to improve and support the use of bikes. As part of Uiis
plan, it Is recommended that bicycle circulation and locking
accommodatione are Incorpomted during each detailed design
phase. Incorporating bike racks and bike BpBdfic neaia for

travel paths should be considered an important component
during the design discussions for hiture site specific impnwB-
ments.

14



ST

.-1-.-L---L-..J-..-L-J-JJ .

L_J
1°«<8TO «B'-j>u<t.

SBUWIM «|M;3 " ~

^-'^^l pl.

i-wm CrtmTftmn-n-wQJ^
< :'' ''-ys.

. ~\

^^L
^^^
.Y^^

^;---S I»118>B8

-n~^-!rT=°°°"~=T\

T\



Pedeatrtan Wiy-flndfng
Entrtaa & ExpBCtah'ons

aehate rMhfenla and visitors
have a keen Interest in walking
paths and trails. This plan Intro-
duces an important set of des-
ignated enby courts that relate
to compass points north, south,
east and weat These entries
will serve to welcome park viai-
tore and encourage exploration.

Current access to the parit's pathways
from the north, west and south have no
discernible markings. Unless curiosity or
word-ol-mouth prevaBs, entry from these
directions and accew to the wealth of
pubBe natural rasourcaB to limitBd. These
enby oouita will set visitor expectations
induding a brief guide to the park faa-
hires and inte[preUve infDimation for care
of the senslUve landscapes. A quality
treatment at each point of entry is impor-
tant to set the tone for the park.

Tlw plan features an outer loop trail
linking the entry courts with the three
important landscapes; forest, wetlands
and meadow. "Rie kiop wouM be a simple"
graval ball designed as a ii mite fitness
path that will feature interpretive oppor-
tunltlea and a series of places to pauee
for exerdse. All enby courts will be eon-
nected by de loop white passing through
forest, meadow and wetlands, and also
works to discourage shortcuts through
sensitive areas.

EMtnm Entry
Ms iredn entoy Indudas a formal, ADA

accessible courtyard with annual flower
planfings, the US flag, several seating

benches and sculpture. These features
complement the building's architecture
to identify the public nature of the teeil-
Ity. The pioxlmByfB Hwy 101 pmvldeaa
strong tocatton hr the vNlage marquee
announcing events and activities. The
size and feel of Bite court creates a
strong precedent to Illustrate the design
and scate of south, west and north ac-
cess points.

South Entry
An exisBng soft path through the spruce
grove can now be accessed from Fourth
Street An addiffanal access to the board-
walk is lorated several steps to the east
Aapedal opportunBy exlate to cwatB a
welcome point at this Iritecgectlon of too
major paths: the llbraiy trail and the wet-
tends boardwalk. The library bail ttirough
the forest is now a narnnw path winding
around and through the bses. TWs diar-
acter of experience is to be maintained
to tha extent posaB>le. This corwolklatsd
entry would also help gukto a walkar'B
experianoe and present infonnatton
regarding the planfa and wafar resouicss
In view.

North Entiy
Primary acoeas from the north lo the
boardwalk and libnuy trail OOCUFB at
Seventh Street and could become a

. vay .significant entry court for the library
and park. Ghfen the signiflcance of the
wetland and fbmst landscapes, hterpre-
tive intonnation at this tocatton ie critical.
An attiacUve and unique enby ID wd-
come guests and indicate directions to
the communHy center and playgrounds
would be ofgisat value. Infbnnatton
describing special features of the natural
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areas experienced along the paBi would be appropriate. Artwork
and an evergreen screen could be planted atong the fence to
mNlgate views and noise from the Public Works fadlity on the east
skle of the drainage.

Wast Entry
A new soft trail connecting the beach
to the outer loop path' is a spectacular
opportunity for a western entry court.
Located about mld-pdnt of the library
trail, the west entry court is located off
the city's Rfth Street right-of-way. Edges
of this conidor can be planted In dense
naUve plant material to provide screen-
ing for the adjacent residences. Spedal
planfings can be selected with regard
to ocean-front conditions and coastal
dimates as a prelude to nahiral zones
fliroughoutthe park.

These compass point
entries will serve to

welcome park visitors
and encourage
exploration.

Intoipretaflon and Signs
There are numerous opportunities to introduce or supplement
signs throughout the park. Pedestrian and weather-dunBbfe
plaques, markers or sign-boands can help to optimize the expen-
ence at several strategic locations. As a component to each entry
court a simple marker can weksome guests white explaining the
ecology, natural systems and a brief introducSon of flora and
fauna. While the Bpecifto details for size, style, plaoBmentand
message content has not been determined by this plan, ft will be ..
important to recognize a balance Is necessaiy. Too many signs of
a dlflerent vocabulaiy can be less successful than several well-
designed markers.

Vtewpointe
Spedal viewpoints are critical to establish, inform and align the
visitor B(perience. Views are typically catsgorized in tBnns of
human preferences as 'prospecC or 'refuge. ' Prospect views are
those enjoyed from exposed high points overlooking great dia-
tances and taking in a variety of landscape types. Refuge views
are those locatad in the forest or small clearings where the viewer
is protected and the views are foreground, providing details of
aignfficant plants, watsr features or geology.
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Most of the current park is enjoyed from ground-level and fere-to-middle
ground in depth. Several opportuniltot exist to relocate the viewer and helght-
en the experiance. At seveial tocattons, vista across the ponds or acrots the
meadow will be enhanced by caneftjl Bbategte pruning and management of
underetory shiubs and small trees. The forest experience can be improved
with the use of an elevated platform to experience the trees from a higher
posltton. The plan includes access to an existing prominent landing h^h atop
the water tieatment plant This will offiar long distance views ofthesurround-
Ing mountains and coaat without leaving the pnoparty. A trail extension of the
western Fifth Sbwt right-of-way wll pteca vlsltora directly overiooking the
bluff, baach and Pacific Ocean.

SKa Aichitactum and FumishingB
It Is critical that a format, or patette, of matBrials and design fe carefully
selected to embrace the pnecedent of the eadsting east enty court and, for
continuifyrUiislbmatshouHbe'rBpeBtEdifrougfiouTthetJu'k. -

it is critical that a format

of materials and design
Is carehilly selected to
embrace the precedent

of continuity.

NumBreut locations for benches, intBrprethfB signs and arbors
are noted on the plan. Primarily located at the entry courts, these
tocaUons will require special detailed design prior to consfrucBon.
As the plan illustrates, the enby courts pnwlde oRxirtunity to
integrate Bie welcoming component with seafing, signs or sculp-
ture, along with a setocSon of plant nnateriala and arbor.

ArtxMS, fences, bench designs are examples of Bbuctural fumteh-
Ings that should maintain a theme of materials, colors and tex-
tures. Whie BpBdal tocatfons merit signs using color, creahvfty
and sculpture, a majoiBy-of the. benches, tables, and bike lacks
should be of a sturdy and handsome design.

It cannot be owratated: nsw oonsfrudfon or addWwwl fumlshlngs should be

entry court and tha exlstlry atbor andfeacBS.

Restrooms

The park is uniquely supported by restroom (aciliUes inside the Commons
building. The buUding is open during the day and after-achool prognma use
the buiUlng lale In the day. .The mstroom facilities can be made available for
special events and the outdoor park lacilifias by apedBl arrangement. WHh
some modification, the indoor restroom could be made more available during
times when the buiMing is not staffed.
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3.

4.

ipe Treatment*

o enhance or support native vegetation, landscape buffsre and
screen planting areas are shown on many areas of the plan. Much
of this matartel is placed for fundional reasons and specifically
defined palette of species shouU be selected Ibr all uses. White a
particular list of species has not been estaUtehed by thls^lan, it Is
crttkal those choices are of native and coastal varieties. Several
prinury landscape needs are as fallows:

EVMB'MH and Floimring Scraenlna and Buftoring pl-te
locations: adjacent to parking, sapafatton offiekls and
skate park uses, atong and surrounding the water toaatment plant

Declduoua Shute, Ovar-rtory bw, and Pemnntal Vlnn
locations: entry courts, street edge alongfln front of the
water treatment plant, walks and path definition.

Ewrgw" Hedge*
locations: defining soft / hard surface play areas.

Annual Ftewwhig andtor Hanging b-kefs, Pdtted plant*
locations: Commons, Public Walks and Ubnaiy entries. - . '

In an effort to introduce a sense of continuity (or city lacilifies, areas along
the front of each City building should be enhanced with quality annual plant-
Ings chosen from the BamB palette of materials, pots and colors. Over time
new pbntlngs should be ̂mitar to the city entranw signa located north and
south of town. In addition, a continuation of this ellbrt diould Indude plants
and pots located at key dvtc tocafon$ and crasslng points atong the Hwy
101 corridor.
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BuHdlnga Expanalon

everal of the municipal stnictums
anticipate expansion In tha futunB.
Tills plan provides an opportunity to
inform designers of those projects
about the expectatfons and desired
conditions sunounding each tiacBity.
This plan becomes a guiding tool
to presenm the continuity of the

site and groundB and a mechanism to evaluata the
impacts, prior to each new addWon.

As with the site architBctum,
it is critical that during any
expanBton, renovation or
even routine maintenance
llte axtaifor painting, the
color palette, material* and
design is carefully selected
to embnace the precedent
of the exiaBng new Com-
mon's buiMing. To maintain
an increaaed quality ofdvks
pride and continuity, attention to the city's buiW-
ing's extBrior cotofB and Btyte should be repeated
throughout the park.

Tha Commons

"nwe is anUdpated re-configuraUon of the Mayor
and staff's administratton offices. White this is an
Interior apace project, Influences to the bulMlpg's
entries and parking have bwn included in this*
plan. New parking conffguiafions and access from
both the pubBc eastern enby and the staff, western
enby as shown.

YYFAP

This plan becomes
a guiding tool to preserve
the continuity of ttie site

and grounds.

safety and emeigency access. Anticipated youth
program uses and state regulated size and oon-
figuratton of exterior spaces have baen allocatad.
This plan provkles a guide to devetopment and
evaluation of the refinements required to
the YYFAP facility.

Libniy
The libnary has projected to need addittonal space
indudlng atorage. For thla plan and additional book
storage annex wa$ lllustratBd to work within the
site constraints and the extedng building. Tlie plan
also includes a conceptual deagn for a desired

labyrinth and outdoor garden
space. During any process of
designing expansion to this
fcclllty It will be important to en-
sure the public access and bail
shown to begin at the Ubiaiy
Entry Court is accommodated.

Public Waite
The north edge of ttie fadl-
ity has been enhanced with

street tree planUngs, under-fltoiy planflnga and an
appropriate dte sign. Each side of the perimeter
fence has baen shown with addUonal planflngs
to screen or enhance views. PlanBngs along the
east Ejdei. <CB88ni(ig views of the plant from the
adjacent church exist but couM be enhanced. Taller
and eveigreen materials would improve aawn-
ing. CoondinaBon with the church te encouraged.
Dlagonal, nose-ln parking for staff and gueste has
been formalized along Tlh sbieet These additional
spaces piwlde assistance to the Library needs.
The public wmte facility anticipates woiking with
the community to provide spaoe and conflguraSon
fora public oiganic materials rBcycllng eftort. Ao-

la cess to the equipment yaidprovMeswsistancB for
substantial wmodel and expansion. Those plans gathertng andttorage ofmateriafc
have been Included on this plan and inform the
layout of hwding and parking, pedestran access,
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Special Spans

everal plan feahires are Included and specffically designed to
accommodate special events and functions. Some acthlties re-
quiring permanent space are of a seasonal nature or occur only
periodically yet provide much-needed settings tbr infTequent oer-
emony and civic events. These spaces are designed to carefully
embrace the users antidpated while recognizing their proximity
to adjacent park functions. It was recognized that these spaces
are often utilized by only a sub-group of the community. Ttiey
were, however, detemiined important enough to justify a peima-

nent tocafion within the public's park.

Llbraiy Labyrinth Gardnn
The plantlnga are shown to accommodate a quiet reflecthfe space adja-
cent to the existing building. The design is schematlc far
this level of planning but illustnates an accurate size and
conflauration to compliment the existing structure and pe-
destrians. As typital for a labyrinth, the garden Is shown
to be hedged to fltthe conflned space and to signity
enlranca into Ihe building while preserving the passere-by
pedestrian traffic into the entire paik. T  plant materials
selected are envisioned to be native and low malntenanoe
as possible.

Several feahires were

specifically designed to
accommodate special
events and functions.

Community Fire Circle
The plan shows a space that can host periodic or sea-
sonal events for a small group of laiger scale event The circle is located
along a trail and supports a quiet reflecUve seating location adjaoent. ta.ttie
large pond. The design iltusbates a fire ring and a small aet of bouldere as
seating in the existing natural setBng. T1ie scale is an accurate size and
configuration to support small gatherings yet respects its location within the
park's ecology.

Community Garden
In keeping with the spirit of community sustainabillty, a location south of
the Public WoikB facility and equipment yard provides a unique locafion for
permanent public garden space. The space is Illustrated with 20-30 garden
ptofs for local residents use. The site is uniquely situated to beneflt from
compost materials and protective fencing adjacent to the municipal yard.
Care should be taken during detailed design to ensure screening from the
adjacent church as possible.
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Native American Garden
.nd Cultural R-oureas
The garden Is located in an acoasslble yet quiet
locatun along the loop balL The location la algnlfl-
cant In that It can respond and support CBremony
and ewnts that wouU be facilitated from the Com-
mons. Close proximity reflectB a physical tie to the
increasingly prominent phitosophte relationship
the community is embraa'ng regarding its Nathre
American heritage. Thit gardan would be »oulptad
out of the existing wlltow grove and eare would be
neoesaary to prune sxistlng vagetaBon. The ground
surface would be designed to care for the ad^icent
weBands and sensiUvity of that landscape. The gar-
den te scaled to accommodBte occasional public
ceremony white providing an adequate space for
permanent fDdunes ofsailpture, mural Bna graphte
art that describa the natlw pwplea indigenous to
YachatB region. It te Important and necessaty to
engage the local tribe(e) for input and advice when
beginning detailed desgn of this space.

Skate Puk
AB menttoned, Skate Park has been located north
of the picnic shelter to save the needs of local
ridere. Ttiis area te Important a» It Is accwaible
directly to the Common's based teen activities
and programs; yet distinct and separate from the
younger children's play areas. Tl>e location is ac-
oesslbto for public use yet is aBII prominent enough
to ensure a measure of visual security, "nia scato
has been designed large enough to offer an efllBO-
tive and erijoyable sampllna of trick componento
and specialized equipment By design is small
enough to anticipate a modest construction budget
The paikwlll not be considered a full-seate facility
to support skate events and professtonals. During
the planning, there was minor discussion regafdlng
the attribulBS and potential of a climbing waB. The
wall has not been illustralsd on this plan; however,
it Is recommended if or when appropriate, a wall
would fit within the skate park area and provkles

a mutually desirable and safe kxaflon for these
actlviBes.

FltnwLoopTl'all
Aa mentioned, paths and tnaila a popular and vatu-
abte to the community. The kxip trail provides an
additional experience to an individual's interpreta-
tion and relattonshlp with the natural environment
The loop trail is designed to be a 1,4th mile in
length to asstet adult fltnnss, jogging and exenetea
regimes. The loop is also dwngned to serva iiwlfc.
.re and Indudea Interpietive strtfons or specific
points along the route ID place maikere that graphl-
cally describe important natural and cultural fea-
hires. As demonstoatsd by exiBfing paths, a combi-
naBon of elevated and giawl paths will be required
witH new^onibuct'ion teTprovide protBcttonto^the
park's ecology. Considemble eflbrt should continue
to introduca inteneBting natunl site features atong
the way, including the large spruce trees, meadow
and wetlands. Vtey-side spots to pause indude
an elevated tree platform, the existing bird stand,
the proposed Native American gaiden and conflu-
ence with the new beach accesB and west enby
court that ftatures marine and ocean IntsrpreUva
diaplays.

Sunday Narknt
The current Market is kacated atong the east and
north front of the Common's building deariy visible
from Hwy 101. The location is aigniflcant in that n
can accommodate and aupport activity including
redrooms ftom the Commons building. Unfortu-
nately, the open gdewalk tocatton aftonis limited
pmtection from weather and offiBre little space
for safe high-volume access and expansion. The
was discussion regarding the merits of increasing
utilization of the Improved Picnic Shelter Pavilion to
seive a greater set of vendors and after addlttonal
weather protection, "fills .fte»t WEB pnBjectad to be
feasible and could be welcomed over time. Cur-

rent habfts sense the need to maintain a 'drlve-by'
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relationship to Hwy i0l to maintain the public Inter-
est. Improvements to assist in a transition toward
greater use of the Pavilion induded enhancamenls
to the City marquee and event signage. Additional
signs wouhl maintain visibility from Hwy 101; yet
move vendora, vehicles and pedestrians toward the
west portions of the Commons grounds.

Organic WtetB Recycling
The plan includes exploring an opportunity to

collect and mulch organic yard waste from local
residences. Current practtoe is to bum or haul yard
debris to W&ldport. Both choices are difficult for
those without proper vehicles and senfore. The
proposed fadllfy at 6th street provides a convenient
locatton for to place compartments for diop-off and
pick-up of materiats. One space is for raw leaves,
clippings, bmsh and green material, the second
provides separate space In collect and dispose of
invarive spedesofvine, shrub and beny plants.
Situafsd m a location next to the community garden
affords dose ovsreight by Public Wtoiks. Incoor-
dinatfon with Public Wbrks, this facility will need to
care for sites and smells adjacent to the church.

Memorials
There Is increasing desire to remembering a friend
or family member through placement of a public
marker. This plan recognizes a limit to the paik's
capacity to add benches, plaques and markers.
White the process and function of menwriate is
deemed Important, it is reconnmended that each of
the plan's components ftorn enhy courts, benches,
furnishings and even plantings be recognized
as potential memorials. Each component of the
plan wilt be achieved only as resources dictate so
ambradng the park's features as a 'menu' from
where memorial selections can be made provides
a seivice to the community. In addition, the plan
provides the Common's Commtesfon with a set of
choices they can evaluate with each request based
on their pnorities,

Art
Them is considerable local talent and Interest in
indudlng public art in the park. It Is also prudent
to recognize style and taste of art and sculpture
is veiy subjecUve even if the artist and subject Is
embraced. It is strongly recommended that prior
to beginning each new development of the plan's
components, a discussion of appropriateness is
included. It is important to understand art can be In-
corporated Into the design of the furnishings rather
than simply serving In the traditional role as a piece
to-be-viewed. Art and graphks can be attrach'vely
and testelully designed as benches, aibors, wind
vanes, and solar collectors. Art can be BttracUxe in
plantings, screening and fence design. As demon-
strated in National Parks, inteiprehw displays and
educattonal boards can successfully incorporate
graphic art and information from history, culture
and ecology.

As example, there was considerable discussion
regarding acreenlng of the Public Works fedlity.
The plan Includes a series of ptentings in addition
to art "n the form of sculpture or murals that might
be placed on or atong the existing fences. It Is
critical to recognize that tasfe, subject and con-
tent changes overtime. Each Installation should
be located and placed with oonsbucfion methods
that provid&perioific and accessible removal. It is
recommended the Paris and Commons Commis-
slon develop a small yet representative board of
indhriduals that can objectively select a palette of
site graphic? and art similar to and complementing
the park's plant materials and structures. This will
provide a tool to guide and review the value each
piece prior to selection.
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Coimnon'8 Park Gwral Plan - Cost Ertlmate 2011

Awumpttoin:
1. The General Plan hu been designed .peclflcally as a awfaa of "Bub-projeclB' to simplify and man-
age incrementel (not-all-at-once) budgets and priorities.

2. &ch aub-pnoject oontributes to the whoto but can be funded, built and maintained independently
as the Commission deems appropriate as resounces beconiB available.

3. Individual Site and Building Improvements may mquired detailed design, not included in these esU-
mates, when necessary, design should be added at 8-12% of construction.

4. SUB and BLMIng ImpmvemBnts such toundatton plantings are conaMemd maintenance and Bhould
folkiw the plant setedton palette but not require detailed design,

Slh (tandtcape & grounda) ImpmvmwitB;
1. When feasible, it Is assumed that Publte Wforks steff will pertbrm the primary clearing, grading and
soil prep with each sub-pioject

2. It te asaumed that watfand and watereourses will be reviewed (If/as required) prior to each pmject
to datonnine avoidance or mitigation by design.

3. It is assumed that existing plantings, benches, memorials and structures will be reviewed prior to
each project to detennhe avoidance, rekxatfon or mitigation by design.

4. n is assumed that new landscape improvements will be non-imgated and the mfnhium number of
planfings required for aesthetics and sciBenlng.

5. Where ever feasible. It la assuined that Public Wnrks staff will pertbrm the maintenance and that
speciality equipment and exotic species are avoided during design.

fadlBy (buildings conrtructton and nalntenance) Impwwinnl?:
1. It is assumed all new consbuctkan will incoiporete ADA requirements and cuUunl msouroe review
during dwlgn.

2. It Is assumed the des^n of naw Impfwements or maintenance indudas review of existing
materials (roofing, siding, windowa, fencing) and the cotor palette.

3. Where ever feasible, it is assumed that Publfc Wforks staff will periorm maintenance and that
spedalfty equipment or construction pracBcas are avokied during design.

Enby Courtynh (north, . oirth, eartiwrt):
Aaeriea of "Enby Courtyaids' have been tocated at the North, East, South and Wast entries to the
pmpertir. Detail dtigned for each court wBI include slightly different characterteBeg Ued to the featupBs
at that location. This budget assumes each Entry Court will tadude a similar set of components, plant-
ings and construction costs.
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Grading and site pmp by PW
Hard Surface (crushed stnne, pavere, concrete)
Trellis/Arbor structure or enby aroh
Benches and Bike Rack
Signs and Informatfonal Plaques
Plantings ,.
Lighting

Courtyards (4ea.)

Nlaln/Eaat Commons Entry Improvementa
Grading and site prep by PW
Pruning and Plandngs
Hard Surtace, Vtells and Ramps (asphalt, stone, payers, concrde)
Lighting
Signs and Infoimatnnal Plaques

FltneeeTkaB
Grading and sto prep by PW
Hard Surface (cmshed stone, payers, concretB)
Adult Iree-house"
Fitness Equipment
Signs and Informattonal Plaques

Fin Clrcto
Grading and site prep by PW
Hard Surface (crushed stone, boulders)
Signs and Informational Plaques

Ifatlve American Court
Grading and site prep by PW
Hard Surface (cmshed stone, boulders)
Signs and Infamiattonal Plaques

Community Gardan
Grading and site prep by PW
Hard Surface (crushed stone)
Garden fiendng, gates and raised growing beds
Signs and Informational Plaques

YYFAP Courtyanl(e)
Grading and site prep by PW
Hard Surfeoes (crushed stone, asphalt, rubber mulch)
Fendng and gates
Ptentings
Equipment

Rear Commona Entry Improvements
Grading and site prep by PW
Staircase, Railings and Roof gabte
Hard Surface (asphalt, concrete)
Lighting
Planfings

6, 000
$6, 000
4,000
2,500
2,000
2.000
22.SQO

90, 000

3,000
17,000
3, 000
3. 000
26, 000

8, 000
15,000
16,000
3.000
42, 000

4,000
1.000
5,000

4,000
1.000
5,000

4,000
8,000

JLOQQ
13,000

4, 000
8, 000
1, 000
15-000
28,000

23, 000
6, 000
3, 000
3. 000

continued next page
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Ubruy Labyrinth
Gradhg and site prep by PW
Hard Surface (pavere, crushed stone)
Garden PlanBngs and Boukfere ;
Garden Art and Sculpture
Sgns and Infonnafional Plaques

Slnte Park (thh uiimito b buad an B ilmpto dnliin wlUi fundamentd .UBUOIIU)
Siading and sltB prep by PW
Hard Surface (ooncretE)
Garden PlanBngsand Bouldere
PlanDngs
Skate Equipment

B«B Ftold (level, aead and plantinga)
Qradlng and site prep by PW
Grass Suriace (soil prep and seed)
Signs and Informatfonal Plaques

Total

36,000

6, 000
4, 000
3,001
1.000
14, 001

6,000
42,000
2,000
18.000
88,000

2, 000
500
2,500

328, 501
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Whale Park

Whale Park is a pocket park located on the east side of Hwy 101, south of the highway's
Intersection with Prospect Avenue. Whale Park totals approximately 3,500 square feet and
features the Spouting Whale sculpture. The sculpture Is timed to spout water, providing an
attraction and amenity to residents and visitors.

Plans are to maintain this park with the sculpture and landscaping. Hwy 101 Improvements,
including a sidewalk and on-street parking, are planned for the future.

*-*'

-»s.-

..' -**^
I

-J

:'.»

.s

^ <r-
A-s-S-

K. tW-*'*- ^

-.-i^*-"

Js&^\
^



.<

m V-.

\i^Ai l r

Location

At the northern edge of the City ofYachats.
The park is located west of Highwy 101
along the shoreline.

Size: 8.7 acres

Classification

Sate Recreation Site -the primary puqaose
of parks in this classification is to provide
recreational resources and access to them.

Description

Smelt Sands is well known for the section

of the 804 Trail that runs through the park,
connecting^chats to the beach north of
the City. The half-mlle trail sepnent follows
along the edge of a spectacular section of
rody coastline, passing private residences
and several hotels located on the eastern

park boundary before sloping down to the
beadi.There Is a restroom and gravel parking

lot at the south end of the park-The park
can also be accessed on foot via the 804 Trail

fromYachats. This segment of die 804 trail is
popular with tourists and locals for walkin&
dog walking, photography, exploring tidepools,
and ocean viewing, among other activities.

Existing Recreation Facilities

. Unpaved Day Use Parldng (16 spaces)

. Plumbed Restroom

. Gravel and Soft Surface Trails

Visitation

Estimated total visitation to the park in 2014
was about 294, 000, howeyer, that number
does not account for pedestrians who
accessed die park via the 804 Trail or users
staying In the hotels and rental properties
along the trail.The overall trend between
2002 and 2014 was of increasing visitation,
from less than 150,000 visitors In 2005 to
around 300, 000 visitors In 2011, 2012, 2013,
and 2014.

Chapter 7 Plan Proposals . South Beach MU - Smelt Sands 257



Botanical Resources Assessment

Areas adjacent to roads, parking, and trails
within the park are generally in poor to
moderate ecological condition, while the
rocly shores as well as scattered patches
of forested and shrubby habhat are in good
conditlon.Vegetation in the park is diverse,
with varied habitat types located along the
804 Trail, including shore pine and Sltka
spruce forest, native shrublands, willow
shrubland, upland grasses, marshlands, and
dunes stabilized by European beachgrass.
Invasive species are widespread along
the trail and entrance road, and include
English wy, escallonla, Himal^an blackberry,
montbretia, reed canarygrass, European
beachgrass, tans/ ragwort, and yellow flag iris.

Forestry Resources Assessment

Forest resources in the park were not
assessed.

Cultural Resources Assessment

Land for the park was acquired in the early
1970s and in 1990-This area ofYachats

was the location oftheAlsea Sub-agency,
a temporary reservation for coast Indians
who were waiting for the Coast Reservation
Treaty to be ratified, which never occurred.
The Native Americans here were later
moved to the Siletz Reservation-The historic

804 Trail probably first served as a footpath
for native people, later becoming part
of County Road 804i which included the

7-mile stretch of beach between ̂ chats and
V^ldport County Rd 804 served as a route
of travel for setders between the farmland of

the upper Yachats River vall^ andWddport's
Alsea Bay until the completion of the Coast
Highway in the 1930s.
Tlie three-quarter-mile section of the 804
Trail within the park was the subject of a
long legal batde in the i 970s to have the trail
vacated. Oregon's high court finally ended
the arpiment with a ruling in the mid-1980s
that this portion of the trail would remain as
public right-of-wsy.

Interpretive Assessment

The park contains Interprethre elements and
programming. Including guided hikes along
the 804 Trail, special events, and interpretive
slgnaige.

Development Suitability

Most areas surrounding the trail, parking lot;
and entrance road are designated low or
moderate resource value and conservation
priorlly on the Composite Nsrtural Resource
^lue Map (Figure S I 3-B) and are therefore
potentially developable from a natural
resource perspectwe.There are significant
other constraints to development along
the trail, however, including scenic impacts?
limited space, and its cultural resource value.
The rocky shoreline Is protected as part of
the Cape Psrpetua Marine Protected Area.
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FIGURE S13-B-CNRV Map
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Issues

. The park includes the most popular
segment of the 804 Trail and has seen
increased use over the last decade.

Capacity does not seem to have been
reached but could become an issue in the

future.

. The gravel entrance road and parking
lot have frequent potholes and present a
maintenance challenge.

. The hotels along the trail assist with
maintenance of the trail in the southern

pordon of the park.
. The beach access at the north end of the

park has problems with erosion, like many
beach access trails in parks within the
management unit

Recreation Needs

. Improved 804 Trail access from the
parking lot

. improved beach access

Maintenance Needs

. Improved road and parking lot

Development Concept

. Pave the entrance road and parking lot

. ConstructABA path from the parking [ot
to the 804TraII

. Improve beach access at the north end of
die 804 Trail.

Natural Resource Management
Actions

. Control populations of English ivy,
montbretla, yellow flag iris, old man^
beardjapanese knotweed, and Hlmal^an
blackberry.

. Encourage appropriate tide-pool etiquette
and coordinate with ODFW to manage
and protect rocky Intertldal ocean shore
resources within the Cape Perpetua
Marine Protected Area.

. Reduce disturbances to nesting black
oystercatchers.

Existing beach access at the north end of the 804Trall
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FIGURE SI3-A- Existing Conditions Map
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Location

In the center of the City ofYachats. The
park is located west of Highw^ 101 at the
intersection of 2nd Street and Ocean View
Drive.

Size: 93.3 acres

Classification

State Recreation Area - the primary purpose
of parks in this classification is to provide
recreational resources and access to them.

Description

The park provides a scenic viewpoint looking
out over Ae ocean and across the mouth of

theYachats River to the forested peaks of
Cape Perpetua. There is a viewing platform
as well as a trail down to a small sandy beach
and areas of rocly shoreline at the base of

the bluff. Facilities include parking, benches,
a restroom, and a segment of the 804 Trail
along the bluff.

Existing Recreation Facilities

. Paved Day Use Parking (48 spaces)

. Plumbed Restroom

. Gravel and Soft-Surface Trails

Visitadon

Estimated total vishation to the park in 2014
was about 568,000, however, that number
likely includes some vehicle through-traffic on
Ocean View Drive. It also does not account

for pedestrians who may have accessed the
park vfa city streets or die 804 TralLThe
overall trend between 2002 and 2014 was of

increasing visitation, with a low of 350,000
estimated visitors In 2003 and more than

550, 000 visitors In 2013 and 2014.
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Botanical Resources Assessment Development Suitability
Areas adjacent to the parking lot park are
mosdy In poor to moderate ecological
condition, while the beach and rocky shores
are in good conditlon. \fegetatlon in the park
consists of several stands ofSitka spruce
surrounding the parking lot, as well as a
remnant patch of camas meadow next to
the county road. Camas meadow habitat was
widespread In this area prior to the arrival
of Europeans but is now very rare alor^g the
coast Many Invashre plant species are present,
including bull thistle, English ivy, escallonia,
Hlmal^an blackberry, montbretla, reed
canarygrass, and tans/ ragwort

Forestry Resources Assessment

Forest resources in the park were not
assessed.

Cultural Resources Assessment

Land for the developed portion of the park
was acquired in 1928 In order to preserve
the site for salmon and steeihead fishing,
provide public access to the small sandy
beach, and control removal of sand for

commercial uses.An observation platform
and restroom were constructed in the 1930s.

Interpretive Assessment

There are three interpretive signs located
throughout the park focusing on geology,
tidepools, and local history.

Outside of the currently developed area,
the stands of Sitka spruce surrounding
the parking iot area designated moderate
resource value and conservation priority on
the Composite Natural Resource Value Map
(Rgure S14-B) and are therefore potentially
developable from a natural resource
perspecdve. The small remnant camas prairie
adjacent to the road is designated high
resource value and conservation priority and
should be protected from development The
roclqr shoreline Is protected as part of the
Cape Perpetua Marine Protected Area.

Issues

. There are significant erosion issues along
the edge of Ocean View Drive that have
impacted portions of the 804 Trail, which
lies along the bluff edge of the road.
Ocean View Drive haelf is also threatened
by erosion and may need to be moved
farther east The road is inaintained by
Lincoln County; if the road needs to be
moved, OPRD will work with the County
to minimize impacts to park property. In
particular, there is a rare, remnant patch
of camas meadow located along the east
side of the road that should be protected
from development If possible, tf the road
needs to be moved more tiian a few feet

beyond the existing right-of-way, ft may
be worth aqaloring ahernative alignments
utilizing park property that would protect
die camas habitat

264 South Beach & Beverly Beach Management Units Plan DRAFT



^!GU^SI4-A - Existing Conditkxis Map

^<, YACHATS'

/^(unfe^;

LEGEND
IK*-

L-J hric8<»**^

^\Y Slnawt

<. g f Strucnin*
».l

j Hu'dSMr&uSi

LanAcape Seaii^i
Bndi
Surf
Defdoped
Rofkjf Shore
hnuwd
Blunry



Recreation Needs

. Improve 804 Trail sections impacted by
erosion

Maintenance Needs

. Replace restroom

Development Concept

No signficant new development Is proposed
at this park

ORPD should work with the Cily and
County to manage the impact of erosion
on the 804 Trail and Ocean View Drive. If

rvSocating the road becomes necessary,
efforts should be made to minimize die

impact on natural and recreadonal resources
in the park.

Natural Resource Management
Actions

° Maintain and enhance wet prairie habitat
and camas population.

» Control populations of English ivy,
montbretia, yellow flag iris, old man's
beard, Japanese knotweed, and Himalayan
blackberry.

. Encourage appropriate tide-pool etiquette
and coordinate wrth ODR^V to manage
and protect rodfy intertidal ocean shore
resources within the Cape Perpetua
Marine Protected Area.

. Mow developed areas of park with
wildlife In mind.

. Reduce disturbances to nesting black
oystercatchers.

Remnant wet prairie camas habitat along die eanero edge of Ocean Vtow Drhe
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Location

Just south of theYachats River, vnthin the
Chy ofYSichats. The park is located west of
Highway 101 along Yachats Ocean Road.

Size: 79.0 acres

Classification

State Natural Site - the purpose of parks
with this dassiflcadon is to protect Important
ecosystem components and provide public
interpretadon and education.

Description

The park is composed of a thin strip of
forested bluff nact to, and includin&Yachats
Ocean Road, as well as rodky shoreline to
the soutfi, and beach that extends north
to the moud) ofthe'V&chao Riwr. There Is
parking along the road and a short trail down

to the beach.A small picnic area is located
above the rocks at the soudiem end of the

beach.The primary draw is the beach at the
mouth oftheYachats River, which is popular
wHA dog walkers, beachcombers, and others,
tourists a» well asYachats resiaents. The
setting, which encompasse* tile shoreline,
beach, river mouth, steep forested mountains,
and the picturesque town ofYachats in the
background, Is memorable to say the least

Existing Recreation Facilities

. Payed Day Use Parking along Road
(61 spaces)

Visitation

Estimated total visitation to the park in 2014
was about 233.00.The overall trend baween
2002 and 2014 was of increasing visHation,
from approximately 180,000 visitors In 2002
and 2003 to more than 230,000 In 2013 and
2014.
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Botanical Resources Assessment

Areas along the road are generally in poor
to moderate ecological condition. Vegetation
in the park is Ilmtod to a narrow strip
between the road and the beach. Forested

areas are primarily Sltka spruce, with a
minor component ofWestem hemlock.
Other vegetated areas along the road consist
of shrubland, shmbby wetland seeps, and
grasses. Invasive plant species are widespread,
and include English Ivy, Htmalqran blackberry,
montbretia, everlasting peavine, and Japanese
knotweed.

Forestry Resources Assessment

Forest resources in the park were not
assessed.

Cultural Resources Assessment

The property was given to the state over the
period of 1931 to 1962 by several donors,
including Lincoln County. The park protects
natural resources and public access at the
mouth oftheYachats River, as well as the

scenic road along the shoreline.

Interpretive Assessment

There is no interpretive programming or
signage in the park.

Development Suitability

Most of the land along the west side the
road is designated high resource value and
conservation priority on the Composite
Natural Resource^lue Map (Rgure S1S-B).
A narrow strip of grass along the east side

of the road Is designated low resource value
and could potentially be developed, most
likely for placement of the road in the event
that It needs to be moved back from the

edge of the blufF-Additional recreational
development in the park is restricted by
the lack of available space and by the park's
designation as a natural site. The rocky
shoreline and beadi are protected as part of
the Cape Perpetua Marine Protected Area.

Issues

. There are erosion issues along the edge
ofYachats Ocean Road. The road will

litely need to be moved back .from the
bluff edge in one or more locations in the
future as a\>sion continues.

Recreation Needs

None identified

Maintenance Needs

Repair erosion along die road as needed
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Development Concept

No new development is proposed at this
park-When needed due to continued
erosion, work with the City and County to
accommodate changes toYachats Ocean
Road Alignment.

Natural Resource Management
Actions

. Eradicate Japanese knotweed.
° Encourage appropriate dde-pool etiquette

and coordinate with ODFW to manage
and protect rocky interddal ocean shore
resources within the Cape Perpetua
Marine Protected Area.

Reduce disturbances to nesting black
oystercatchers.

Yadats Ocean Road, looking northeast toward the beach accesi

.*
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Evans-Beti Property

The Evans-Betz property is located south of the Yachats River on the east side of Hwy 101.
The 28-acre property indudes over one-half mile of Yechats River frontage. There are two

fish-bearing tributaries traversing the property that flow Into the river. The site is heavily
wooded with a mix ofcanifers and deciduous trees, shrubs, and riparian vegetation located

along the river and stream frontages.

The natural resources of the property, combined with the close proximity to the Yachats
commercial and residential areas, make it an Ideal candidate for preservation as open space,
protection of natural resources, and public pedestrian access for recreation and Interpretwe
purposes that benefit both the Yachats community and visitors.



Southeast Viewshed

The Southeast Vtewshed is the forested mountalnside that Is a dominant faature of the
Yachats landscape, located southeast of Vachats. This viewshed, when combined with views

of the Pacific Ocean and Cape Perpetua, creates the Incredible natural beauty and setting that
makes Yachats such a special place. Acquisition of the Southeast Vlewshed as public open
space will preserve the forested mountain and outstanding setting.



East Hillside Watershed

The East Hillside Watershed is located on and over the ridge on the east side of Yachats, Just
outside the city limits and urban growth boundary. This watershed Includes Reedy Creek,
which is the primary water source for the City of Yachats. Portions of the watershed have
been logged, which threatens the quality of the watershed, creek and domestic water source.
Acquisition of the watershed would allow for preservation of the forest, protection of the
watershed and creek, and public trails for use and enjoyment by the Yachats community and
visitors.


